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Profane 
NOTES FROM A TALK BY MICAH BELL, SUNDAY MORNING JUNE 16, 2019 
 
PRO. 307-9 

Two things I request of You 
(Deprive me not before I die): 

8 Remove falsehood and lies far from me; 
Give me neither poverty nor riches— 
Feed me with the food allotted to me; 

9 Lest I be full and deny You, 
And say, “Who is the LORD?” 
Or lest I be poor and steal, 
And profane the name of my God. 

 

 verb 
pro·fane | \ prō-ˈfān  , prə-\ 
profaned; profaning 
transitive verb 
1:	to treat (something sacred) with abuse, irreverence, or 
contempt :	DESECRATE 
2:	to debase by a wrong, unworthy, or vulgar use 
 
LEV. 21:10-12 
10 ‘He who is the high priest among his brethren, on whose head the anointing oil was poured 
and who is consecrated to wear the garments, shall not uncover his head nor tear his clothes; 
11 nor shall he go near any dead body, nor defile himself for his father or his mother; 12 nor shall 
he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the consecration of the 
anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD. 
 
HEB 12:16 
14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking 
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 
trouble, and by this many become defiled; 16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like 
Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though 
he sought it diligently with tears. 
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VOWS AND OATHS 
 
MATT. 5:33 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 
perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it 
is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of 
the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from 
the evil one. 
 
MATT. 23:16 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but 
whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 17 Fools and blind! For 
which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 18 And, ‘Whoever swears by 
the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20 Therefore 
he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 21 He who swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne 
of God and by Him who sits on it. 

JAMES 5:12 - But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any 
other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment. 

OATH. An appeal by word or act to confirm the truth of one’s statement or the fulfillment of a 
promise (Gen 21:23, 30; 31:53; Gal 1:20; Heb 6:16). Oaths in Scripture are of two kinds, those 
made by God and those made by men. 

God’s oaths are solemn asseverations to His covenant people of the absolute truth of His word 
(Num 23:19) in order that they may put implicit trust in His word (Isa 45:20–24). His oath-
confirmed promises were made to the patriarch (Gen 50:24; Ps 105:9–11), the nation of Israel 
(Deut 29:10–13), the Davidic dynasty (Ps 89:35–37, 49), and the messianic Priest-King (Ps 110:1–
4; Heb 7:15–22). The Guarantor of all the divine promises is Jesus Christ in whom they find their 
fulfillment (2 Co 1:19 f.). 

An oath sworn by men is a solemn appeal to God to confirm the truth of their word, carrying 
the express implication of punishment in case of failure to speak the truth or fulfill their promise. 
In Scripture oaths played an important part in legal trials (Ex 22:11; Lev 6:2–5) and national 
transactions (1 Kgs 18:10; 2 Kgs 11:4; Ezk 17:16), as well as in domestic and religious affairs 
(Gen 24:37; Jdg 21:5; 1 Kgs 2:43; Ezr 10:5). The oath of a virgin was binding if her father did not 
disallow it (Num 30:3–5); likewise the oath of a married woman if her husband did not object 
(Num 30:6–15). 

The Mosaic law emphasized the binding nature of oaths (Num 30:2, NASB), and decreed 
punishment for a perjurer, one swearing a false oath (Deut 19:16–19; 1 Tim 1:10). The false oath 
of a witness or a false asseveration concerning a pledge or a thing found required a sin offering 
(Lev 5:1–6; 6:2–6). The law stressed the seriousness of oaths (Ex 20:7; Lev 19:12; Zech 8:16–17) 
and forbade swearing by false gods (Josh 23:7; Jer 12:16; Amos 8:14). 
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The Scriptures cite some grossly sinful oaths, such as the reckless oath of Herod Antipas (Mt 
14:6–10), the blasphemous oath of Peter (Mt 26:72), and the hate-prompted oath of Paul’s enemies 
(Acts 23:12–15). 

Oaths were commonly made by lifting the hand to God (Gen 14:22; Ezk 20:5 f., Heb.; Rev 
10:5), and in exceptional cases by placing the hand under the “thigh” or scrotum of him to whom 
the oath was taken (Gen 24:2 f.; 47:29). This was a solemn way of signifying that if the oath was 
violated, one’s descendants would avenge the act of disloyalty (WBC, p. 28; see Thigh). 

Oaths were sometimes taken before the altar (1 Kgs 8:31; 2 Chr 6:22). Solemn covenant oaths 
were often accompanied by some sevenfold action (Gen 21:27–30), or by dividing an animal into 
two parts and passing between the pieces (Gen 15:8–18). 

Oaths were made by the life of the person addressed (1 Sam 1:26; 17:55; 2 Sam 11:11), by 
one’s own head (Mt 5:36), by Jerusalem (Mt 5:35), by the temple or its different parts (Mt 23:16–
22), by earth or heaven (Mt 5:34 f.), by God’s throne (Mt 5:34), or by God Himself (Jdg 8:19; 1 
Kgs 18:15). Various formulas were used, such as, “God is witness between me and thee” (Gen 
31:50), or more commonly, “As Yahweh lives” (Jdg 8:19; Ruth 3:13; Jer 38:16). Usually, the 
penalty invoked for violation was only suggested (Ruth 1:17; 2 Sam 3:9; 2 Kgs 6:31), but at times 
it was expressed (Jer 29:22). 

Christ condemned the indiscriminate, light, or evasive use of oaths prevailing among the Jews 
(Mt 5:33–37; 23:16–22). He taught that men should be so transparently honest in their speech that 
oaths between them were unnecessary (Mt 5:34–37). In His kingdom the honesty of its members 
should eliminate the use of oaths (cf. Jas 5:12). 

 

OATH Solemn vow or promise to fulfill a pledge. There are two terms in Hebrew that mean. 
The latter, more general term in ancient times meant to enter into a solemn (even magical) 
relationship with the “oath”: ’ala and sebu’a number seven, although ancient connections are 
lost. Even so, when Abraham and Abimelech entered into an oath at Beersheba (the well of 
seven, or the well of the oath), Abraham set aside seven ewe lambs as a witness to the fact that 
he had dug a well (Gn 21:22–31). The former term ’ala, often translated “oath,” properly means 
“curse.” At times the two terms are used together (Nm 5:21; Neh 10:29; Dn 9:11). Any breach of 
one’s undertaking affirmed by an oath would be attended by a curse. The Lord affirmed that he 
had established a covenant and a curse with Israel—that is, a breach of covenant would be 
followed by a curse (Dt 29:14ff.). 

An oath was taken to confirm an agreement or, in a political situation, to confirm a treaty. 
Both in Israel and among its neighbors, God (or the gods) would act as the guarantor(s) of the 
agreement and his name (or their names) was invoked for this purpose. When Jacob and Laban 
made an agreement, they erected a heap of stones as a witness (Gn 31:53). If either party 
transgressed the terms, it was a heinous sin. For this reason one of the Ten Commandments dealt 
with empty affirmations: “Do not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let 
you go unpunished if you misuse his name” (Ex 20:7, NLT). The people of Israel were forbidden 
to swear their oaths by false gods (Jer 12:16; Am 8:14). To breach an international treaty, where 
the oath was taken in the Lord’s name, merited death (Ez 17:16–17). It was one of the 
complaints of Hosea that the people of his day swore falsely when they made a covenant (Hos 
10:4). Judgment would attend such wanton disregard of the solemnity of an oath. Certain civil 
situations in Israel called for an oath (Ex 22:10–11; Lv 5:1; 6:3; Nm 5:11–28). This practice 
provided a pattern for the Israelite covenantal oath of allegiance between God and his people. 
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Christ taught that oaths were binding (Mt 5:33). In the kingdom of God oaths would become 
unnecessary (vv 34–37). At his trial before Caiaphas, Jesus heard an imprecatory oath from the 
high priest (26:63–65), and Paul swore by an oath on occasion (2 Cor 1:23; Gal 1:20). God 
himself was bound by his own oath (Heb 6:13–18) to keep his promise to the patriarchs (Gn 
50:24; Pss 89:19–37, 49; 110:1–4). 

LEV. 5 ‘If a person sins in hearing the utterance of an oath, and is a witness, whether he has 
seen or known of the matter—if he does not tell it, he bears guilt. 

2 ‘Or if a person touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass of an unclean beast, or the 
carcass of unclean livestock, or the carcass of unclean creeping things, and he is unaware of it, he 
also shall be unclean and guilty. 3 Or if he touches human uncleanness—whatever uncleanness 
with which a man may be defiled, and he is unaware of it—when he realizes it, then he shall be 
guilty. 

4 ‘Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil or to do good, whatever 
it is that a man may pronounce by an oath, and he is unaware of it—when he realizes it, then he 
shall be guilty in any of these matters. 

5 ‘And it shall be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has 
sinned in that thing; 6 and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has 
committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him concerning his sin. 

7 ‘If he is not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD, for his trespass which he 
has committed, two turtledoves or two young pigeons: one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt 
offering. 8 And he shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering 
first, and wring off its head from its neck, but shall not divide it completely. 9 Then he shall sprinkle 
some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, and the rest of the blood shall be 
drained out at the base of the altar. It is a sin offering. 10 And he shall offer the second as a burnt 
offering according to the prescribed manner. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf for 
his sin which he has committed, and it shall be forgiven him. 

11 ‘But if he is not able to bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he who sinned shall 
bring for his offering one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it, 
nor shall he put frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 12 Then he shall bring it to the priest, and 
the priest shall take his handful of it as a memorial portion, and burn it on the altar according to 
the offerings made by fire to the LORD. It is a sin offering. 13 The priest shall make atonement for 
him, for his sin that he has committed in any of these matters; and it shall be forgiven him. The 
rest shall be the priest’s as a grain offering.’ ” 
 
 
Psalm 76:11 
Make vows to the LORD your God, and pay them; 

Let all who are around Him bring presents to Him who ought to be feared. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:4–7 

When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; 
For He has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you have vowed— 
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5 Better not to vow than to vow and not pay. 
6 Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger of God that it was an 
error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and destroy the work of your hands? 7 For in the 
multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. But fear God. 
 
Proverbs 20:25 
It is a snare for a man to devote rashly something as holy, 

And afterward to reconsider his vows. 
 

Psalm 15:1–5 

1 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? 

Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 
2 He who walks uprightly, 

And works righteousness, 
And speaks the truth in his heart; 

3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, 
Nor does evil to his neighbor, 
Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; 

4 In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
But he honors those who fear the LORD; 

He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5 He who does not put out his money at usury, 

Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never be moved. 

OUR HOPE IS IN GOD’S OATH 

HEB. 6 
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He 

swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will 
multiply you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For 
men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all 
dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the 
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the 
Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become 
High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 
 


